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Caucasus and the north of European Russia on the other, so
Novosibirsk lies between the Ural-Kuznetsk-Central Asia
triangle (to the west and south-west) and the new industrial
regions of Central and Eastern Siberia. These new regions
can receive supplies of raw materials and manufactured goods
from the Ural-Kuznetsk Combine and from the mines and
forests of the Far North, to supplement their own productive
capacity.
The Irkutsk-Chercmkhovo region has its own local supplies
of iron, salt, lime, bauxite, and other minerals, and coal-mines,
which, together with those of the Tungus and Burei basins,
yield over 6,000,000 tons a year.1 Hence there is an abundance
of raw material for the new chemical, iron and steel, alu-
minium, machine-tool, aero-engine, motor-engine, and syn-
thetic rubber factories. The vast Siberian forests supply the
Irkutsk plywood factories, which have a capacity of 16,000
cubic metres a year. The Irkutsk and Ulan Ude meat
combines assure abundant supplies of fresh meat, and in
addition to other meat products can manufacture up to
45 tons of sausages per day.
The projected Angara hydro-electric stations will supply this
new industrial area with electric power. Reference to the map
will make clear the favourable geographical situation of the-
region, lying at the cross-roads between Yakutia, the Far
East, Mongolia, and the west. It is served by the Trans-
Siberian Railway and the new alternative line around the
northern end of Lake Baikal, while to the north of Irkutsk,
connected with the town by a road, is the head of navigation
of the Lena. It is proposed to make the Angara navigable,
in order to provide a through waterway to the Yenessei, and
along that river to the Tungus coal-mines, and the Arctic
port of Igarka, To the west, at Krasnoyarsk, are important
machine-tool works, and a large paper-cellulose plant.
Farther to the east lie the engineering, iron and steel, and
machine-tool centres of Petrovsk, Chita, and Komsomolsk, the
1 In 1940 the coal output of the Urals, Kuznetsk, and Eastern Siberian
basins was^ equal to half that of the Donbas, thus forming a powerful fuel
base for this new eastern 'industrial axis,'